BROMLEY ART SOCIETY
MINUTES
ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 4TH. MARCH 2022

This meeting was held on zoom. There were 20 participants.

MINUTES OF LAST AGM ( 5th March 2021)
a) These were approved by the meeting.
b) There were no matters arising.

CHAIRMAN’S REPORT
The chairman thanked members for their observance of Covid precautions throughout the last year. He advised continuing caution.

COMMITTEE
He thanked all officers for their hard work for the society and for their personal support. The society will struggle without more help from members. He asked them to consider joining the committee and thanked Mary Stirling for offering her help.
FRIDAYS
First Fridays and Art Matters have continued through the year with a mixture of our own members and outside demonstrators contributing.
Art Matters is a unique element of BAS and recreates the social element that is essential to a society like ours. He hoped to see it continue when covid has abated but wished more members would take part.
MEMBERS 
Members are the society. He asked them to pay their subs, plus a donation if possible, and rejoin if necessary. More members would be very welcome. Some have joined through social media and the website. It would be helpful if members encouraged their friends to join.
RESIGNATION
Adrian thanked BAS for the opportunity he had to serve as chairman.
He is looking forward to continuing as an ordinary member.


SECRETARY’S REPORT.
Adrian was thanked for his hard work and friendship as chairman of BAS for many years.
He is granted life-membership of the society so we will continue to meet with him and see his art work which he will now have time to pursue.
EXHIBITIONS
A quiet year due to lockdowns. Physical exhibitions were a challenge. There were 2 on-line exhibitions and there is a postcard challenge in progress.
There was one physical exhibition. This took place at St.Andrews Church, Catford. Attendance was low but the church enjoyed the event and wished to continue to collaborate with BAS.
Beckenham Place Park Show took place again. This was the most successful yet. Details of this year’s show will come later in the year.
Deborah thanked the members who took part in the Bromley Cultural day which took place by the Central Library. This was part of a consultation process to develop arts and culture in Bromley. It generated a lot of interest in the society. But sadly Bromley does not plan to provide exhibition space. If any members know of any event or venue where we could exhibit, please inform the committee.
Art Matters continues to develop with a mixture of discussion evenings and themed art challenges all of a very varied nature. This is an informal zoom meeting on the 3rd. Friday of each month. It is open to all members.
FIRST FRIDAYS
These meetings have also been held on zoom. 
The committee are considering the possibility of returning to physical meetings at Ripley in the summer.
WEDNESDAY DROP-IN SESSIONS.
These have been taking place since the end of lockdowns. Strict adherence to safety rules have been observed and the number of attendees was limited. Paul did a wonderful job of managing a booking system. Rules are gradually being relaxed. The number of attendees and their enthusiasm remains high.
PAT TUCKER CUP
This award has been traditionally awarded each year to the member who has made an exceptional contribution to the society. (It is named after Pat who was chairwoman for several years. She donated the cup to BAS when the original one became covered in names.) Unfortunately the present difficult circumstances have given little opportunity to any individual to shine.
THANKS were given to all committee members. They have all had to adjust to a new way of working and have done so in a friendly and efficient manner. And thanks were also given to all ordinary members for their support through these difficult times. Even more support could be given by offering to join the committee. The post of Secretary will become open this year as Jan Wilson intends to stand down although she hopes to remain on the committee.
This year has seen many challenges and BAS has suffered along with society in general in several ways. But it has also found new, interesting ways of managing events and although there has been little social mixing, friendship amongst members has remained strong and things look good for next year.

MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT.
Paul thanked members who had renewed their subs; especially those who had given a donation. Membership is not as high as before the epidemic but there are some new members. They have joined thanks to Beckenham Park Place Show, Bromley Cultural Day, and the Wednesday sessions.
Sadly, two members who had been of great importance to BAS died this year. They were Pat Tucker and Malcolm Tait. Paul is discussing with Malcolm’s son the possibility of an exhibition of Malcolm’s work. (Paul apologized for writing the wrong name in his newsletter.)
40% of members replied to the survey enquiring into BAS’ activities. Unfortunately technology failed at this point. Paul will send a resume of the survey findings by newsletter.
Paul thought that BAS had adapted well to the strictures of covid.

TREASURER’S REPORT
a) Presentation of the accounts. (These had been available on the website for the preceding weeks.) Jules was pleased to announce that there was a small surplus this year. The sales of art were over £3 000. Less money was spent on hiring halls at Ripley and there were few exhibitions to pay for.
The main expense is paying Big Yellow to store the screens and depreciation in their value. It is hoped that cheaper storage can be arranged. Members were asked if they had space themselves. The condition of the screens is deteriorating. They will need to be repaired or replaced. Hiring screens is very expensive. Ours are usually self -financing as BAS  let them to other groups in normal times.
Donations were made to Beckenham Place Park and St. Andrews for their use for exhibitions.
b) The accounts were approved.

ELECTION OF OFFICERS.
a) The following committee members stood for re-election:
Hon Secretary   - Jan Wilson
Hon Treasurer   - Jules Pew
Exhibition Secretary  - Deborah Masters.
Publicity Officer   - Zsuzsanna Patik
Membership Secretary – Paul Stringfellow
Social Media  - Katie Day
First Friday Organiser – John Dawson
     They were all proposed, seconded and elected without opposition.
b)The following stood for election:
Chairman  - Paul Stringfellow
Without portfolio – Mary Stirling
    They were both proposed, seconded and elected without opposition.

AOB
No other business was suggested.
Paul thanked Adrian for his valued work as Chairman and his support of the committee and Society. He initiated many developments and was instrumental in developing the new web-site. We hope to continue to meet.
Adrian was very pleased to accept life membership of BAS. He said ‘It’s been great fun’.



































MEMBERSHIP SECRETARY’S REPORT.
Paul thanked all members who have paid their subs. Special thanks went to those members who added a donation to the society. Membership is not as high as it was before the epidemic. Some new members have joined thanks to Beckenham Place Park Show, Bromley Cultural Day and the Wednesday sessions.


